University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

9-25-1987

Reactions To Nicaraguan Government's Actions In
Compliance With Regional Peace Accord
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Reactions To Nicaraguan Government's Actions In Compliance With Regional Peace Accord." (1987).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/953

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 076059
ISSN: 1089-1560

Reactions To Nicaraguan Government's Actions In
Compliance With Regional Peace Accord
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, September 25, 1987
On Sept. 23, the Reagan administration dismissed the Nicaraguan government's announcements
that it would allow the reopening of opposition newspapers and radio stations in compliance
with the Central American peace accord signed Aug. 7. Asked for reaction to Managua's Sept. 22
announcement that it had lifted a ban against broadcasting by a Roman Catholic radio station,
State Department spokesperson Phyllis Oakley said, "We are not encouraged by what appears to
be cosmetic gestures of compliance with the Guatemala accords by the Sandinistas." Oakley said,
"Permission to reopen LA PRENSA and one radio station do not constitute freedom of the press in
Nicaragua." She said suggestions by Nicaraguan officials of a need for censorship meant "the media
could become little more than a purveyor of weather reports." The administration has also criticized
President Daniel Ortega's announcement that he would soon put into effect a partial, unilateral
cease-fire. The administration has said that for a cease-fire to be effective and to comply with the
Guatemala agreement, it must be negotiated by both parties. Leaders of Nicaragua's political
opposition dismissed praise for government actions in compliance with the regional peace accord,
affirming that the citizenry had regained freedoms that should never have been denied them in the
first place. President of the Supreme Private Enterprise Council (COSEP), Enrique Bolanos, said the
authorities were returning "our liberties little by little, after removing them all at once." Head of the
conservative Social Christian Party, Eric Ramirez, told AP in a telephone interview said, "We are
only regaining what we have lost. It isn't enough, given that the state of emergency continues, and
our demands that the (contras) are included in the (peace) talks and the amnesty." Ramirez said the
main objective of the Sandinista unilateral cease-fire proposal was to end US contra aid, since the
Reagan administration will soon request $270 million in additional aid. On Sept. 22, the government
announced it was developing a unilateral plan to withdraw troops from certain areas. On the same
day, Sandinista leaders announced that Radio Catolica would be permitted to resume broadcasting.
During the weekend, owners of opposition newspaper LA PRENSA received authorization to
resume publishing immediately. According to owners of the private RADIO NOTICIAS, the radio
station may resume operations Oct. 1. (Basic data from AP, 09/23/87; NEW YORK TIMES, 09/24/87)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

